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Office Action Summary 



Art Unit 

2155 



George N eurauter , , 

- The MAiLiNG DATE of this communication appears on the co ver sheet with we correspondence egress - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 

. « NO period for reply is spedfied ^Z^L^Z^Tl^e l^MM to beoo'me ABANDONED (35 aS.C. § 133). 
' S patent term adjustment See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

I) Q Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. . 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3d Since this application is in condition for allowance except for forma, matters prosecutor , as to the merits ,s 
closed in accordance with the, practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 21 6. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 29-42 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) 29-42 is/are rejected. 

7) Q Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)B The drawing(s) filed on 1* Member 1999 is/are: a)D accepted or b)E objected to by the Examiner. 
Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

I I) Q The proposed drawing correction tiled on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

13) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)0 All b)Q Some*c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2 D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 



3D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional apphca ^ f» ^ 

15) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 

Attachment(s) 

1 ) ^ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) H Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) G3 Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) &3&9 • 



4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). 



5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6) D Other: 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), ana (4J 01 section j/ 
thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act of 1999 
(AIPA) do not apply to the examination of this application as the application being examined 
was not (1) filed on or after November 29, 2000, or (2) voluntarily published under 35 U.S.C. 
122(b). Therefore, this application is examined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the amendment 
by the AIPA (pre-AIPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

2. Claims 29-32, 35-40, and 42 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 

Iwamura [US Patent #6,272,535]. 

Regarding claim 29, Iwamura discloses a method of controlling access from a device on a 
network including a plurality of interconnected devices, the method comprising: 

monitoring a request signal from a first device for data on a second device in the network, 
the request signal including a user identification parameter [column 7, lines 45-62]; 

determining whether the access to the data requires a credit value [column 5, lines 15- 

20]; 

determining whether a user identified by the user identification parameter is permitted 
access to the data [column 5, lines 32-40]; 
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detecting a pre-set credit parameter in the request signal [column 7, lines 45-55]; and 
comparing the pre-set credit parameter with a pre-determined value to determine 
permission to access the data [column 5, lines 35-40]. 

Regarding claim 30, Iwamura discloses a method of controlling access of claim 29, 
further comprising providing access to the data in response to the user having permission to 
access the data and the pre-set credit parameter being greater than or equal to a predetermined 

value [column 5, lines 35-40]. 

Regarding claim 3 1 , Iwamura discloses a method of controlling access of claim 29, 
further comprising preventing access to the second device in response to the pre-set credit 
parameter being less than or equal to a predetermined value [column 5, lines 32-40 and 55-57]. 

Regarding claim 32, Iwamura discloses the method of claim 29, further comprising 
re-directing the data signal to a third device in response to the pre-set credit parameter being less 
than a predetermined value, the third device allowing for a re-setting of the pre-set credit 
parameter to a new pre-set credit value comprising a value greater than or equal to the 
predetermined value [column 6, lines 20-30]. 

Regarding claim 35, Iwamura discloses the method of claim 29, further comprising 
providing access to a second data that does not require a credit value in response to one of the 
pre-set credit value being less than or equal to the pre-determined value or the user not having 
permission to access the data corresponding to the request signal [column 20, lines 62-67]. 

Regarding claim 36, Iwamura discloses a network-based billing method for providing 
access to resources on a network, the method comprising: 
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monitoring a data signal from a device on a network, the data signal including a request 
for a resource, the resource including a value parameter [column 7, lines 45-62]; 
identifying a cost for accessing the resource [column 5, lines 18-20]; 
associating a user identification with the data signal [column 7, lines 45-62]; 
identifying a credit balance for the user identification [column 8, lines 8-13]; and 
comparing the credit balance with the cost to determine access to the resource [column 5, 

lines 32-38]. 

Regarding claim 37, Iwamura discloses the network-based billing method of claim 36, 
further comprising allowing access to the resource in response to the credit balance being less 
than or equal to the cost preventing access to the resource [column 5, lines 18-20 and 32-38]. 

Regarding claim 38, Iwamura discloses the network-based billing method of claim 36, 
further comprising allowing access to the resource in response to the credit balance being greater 
than or equal to the cost preventing access to the resource [column 5, lines 1 8-20 and 32-38]. 

Regarding claim 39, Iwamura discloses the method of claim 36, further comprising 
re-directing the data signal to a second resource in response to the credit balance being less than 
the cost, the second resource configured to allow for increasing the credit balance [column 6, 
lines 20-30]. 

Regarding claim 40, Iwamura discloses the method of claim 36, further comprising 
providing access to a second resource having no cost in response to the credit balance being less 

than the cost [column 20, lines 62-67]. 

Regarding claim 42, Iwamura discloses the method of claim 36, further comprising 
passing the data signal to a second device having the resource [column 5, lines 12-18]. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

♦ ♦■„„ «f is II S C 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
3. The following is a quotation ot 35 U.b.c. iuj W 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a)A p,ent m ay not be obtain though the inventjoni^^ 

!02 of L if the the invention was made to a person 

manner in which the invention was made. 

(,96ft « are applied for establishing a background for defining obviousness under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

or nonobviousness. 

5 Claims 33-34 and 41 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

„«,,. . tj(fi «25351mviewof»SomeFAQsaboutUsage-BasedPricing»(hereon 
Iwamura [US Patent #6,272,5351 in view u 

referred to as "Pricing"). 

Regarding claim 33, Iwamura discloses the method of claim 29. 

(wamura discloses a method wherein the predetermined value is one from a group 

i „r™l,,mn7 lines 47-50] and a positive time value [column 
comprising a positive monetary value [column 7, lines 4/ j 

22, lines 13-15]. 

lwa m»ra fails ,„ disclose whether a bandwidth value, a nuality of service value, or a 
content rating may be used as a predetermined value. 
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«• discloses that a bandwidth value [page 5, "What are Smart Markets?"], a 
quality of service value (page 6, "What About Pricing Multiple Qualities of Service?"], and a 

It would havebeenobvioustoone skilled in the art a, the time the invention was made to 

^---• < -*■ ,,,,,^,, " ,,,l, •" 

„ money to access da. (page 5, "What are Smart Mar tetS r, lines 5,, which .swithinthe 

.opeoftheme^ofcontrollihgaccessasdescriMin — and would have been obvious 

to one skilled in the art. 

Regarding claim 34, Iwamura discloses the method of claim 33. 
.wamuradisclosesamethodfurthercomprisingallowingaccesstoonefromagroup 

neater thanoreaualtoamresholdvalueMunmMines 1-6; column 5, lines 35-401. 

value comprises a, leas, one of bandwidth or quality of service values. 

-Pricing" discloses the use of bandwidth values tpage 5, "What are Smart Markets?", and 

allowing access to data within networks. 

Hwouldhavebeenobvioustooneskilledintheartatdretimetheinventionwasmadeto 

.described in—. "Pricing" discloses fte use ofreal-timeapp.icadons, voice data, and 
v ideoda B bein g usedo„ane W ork t page,,"5.Ho„D„WeKeepThin g sTheWayThe y 
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p^izeusageofane^UnordenodeUve.access^osewi.UnBtop^ecos.fo, 
accessing ,he nerworlc resources Ipage L "Why is usage-based pricing design The 

have been obvious to one skilled in the art. 

Regarding c.aim 41 , claim 4, is aiso rejected under 35 USC 103(a) based upon the 

claim 33. 

Conclusion 

«, me prior art made of record and no, relied upon is considered pertinent ,„ applicant, 

disclosure. 

The foiiowing prior art teaches the state of the art in controning information access 

within networks: 

US Patent 6,141,754 to Choy; 

US Patent 6,078,908 to Schmitz. 

• „ * »rh^ the state of the art in controlling information access 
The following prior art teaches the state 01 inc * 

within networks based upon monetary values: 

"Economic FAQs About the Internet" by Jeffrey K. MacKie-Mason and Hal R. 

Varian; 

••Pricing the Interne," by Jeffrey K. MacKie-Mason and Hal R. Varian. 



+ 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to George Neurauter whose telephone number is 703-305-4565. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8am-4:30pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ayaz Sheikh can be reached on 703-305-9648. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-746-7239 for regular 
communications and 703-746-7238 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-746-7240. 



gen 

May 17, 2002 



DAVID Witt Y 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



